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MEMOIR OF MISS FANNY MASKELL. 


Tuts young lady, now performing at the 
Strand Theatre, and who has made rapid 
strides in the profession within the last two 
years, is the daughter of a very respectable 
gentleman who has resided near Islington 
for many years, and was formerly an emi- 
nent coach proprietor. His daughter, Miss 
Fanny, was generally admired by the friends 
of her father, and was a good imitator. of 
the peculiarities of persons she mixed with, 
when but a child. At an early age she im- 
bibed a desire for the stage, and frequently 
played little parts at a minor theatre. About 
three years ago, she played Julia, in The 
Hunchback. for the benefit of ‘a ‘professional 
gentleman ; her acting and general demean- 
our on the stage was such, that very good 
judges pronounced it a performance of great 
merit. 
mind. she should beeome a member of the 
profession, which she so evidently desired. 
She at once joined the company at Rich- 
mond, and made rapid progress, by. study 
and application. An engagement was of: 
fered in the country, at the Sheffield Theatre, 
which she accepted, and where she played 
all the leading parts in genteel. comedy. 
From Sheffield: she was, engaged by Mr, 
Copeland, at the Liverpool Theatre, and 
became a decided favourite ; and upon that 
gentleman becoming the lessee of the 
Strand, he transplanted Miss Maskell to the 
London boards, where she became an orna- 
ment, to the profession she looked up .to 
with great anxiety for the last seven years. 
Miss Maskell, we believe, is in her 22nd 
year; in person she is rather tall, and her 


Upon this, her father made up his | 





figure is well, and we may say, elegantly 
formed ;_ her features are pleasing, and she 
is possessed of fine sparkling blue eyes, and 
a pure silvery flexible voice. She is now 
playing in a burlesque, where she is seen to_ 
great advantage, having both to sing and 
dance, which affords scope for her abilities, 


~ METROPOLITAN THEATRES; 


STANDARD, 

Mr. J. W. Wallack continues his engage- 
ment with unabated success. T'he Bridal 
has been revived,'and in excellent style, to 
the great delight of * crowded auditory. 
The play was excessively well aeted, not 
only by Mr. Wallack himself; but by the 
company generally; Egerton Wilks’s: drama 
of Ben lhe Boatswain (great favourite here) 
has been revived, and as ‘usual, excived con- 
tnuous shouts of laughter and applause. 
The Ben of Mr. John Douglas rivals that ‘of 
the great original, Mr. P. Cooke, in pathos, 
and surpasses it in comic humour. 

QUEEN'S. 

Crowded houses nightly testify the high 
estimation in ‘which this popular establish- ° 
ment is ‘held’ by ‘the’ public. Egerton 
Wilks’s celebrated’ drama of The Seven 
Clerks has been revived with ‘great success 
—Mrs, J. Parry sustaining the character of 
Victorine capitally.. Report speaks very 
highly of the’ forthcoming new drama by” 
Mr. Stanfield James, and which, it is stated 
will be: richly embellished” by ‘the almost — 
magic pencil of the gifted lessee. 

MARYLEBONE. 
Webb’s drama of the 

















Mr. Corsican 


















































i 
ue 
' 
} 
} 
i 





*< 


82 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





DG, others has made a very “ decided hit ; ” 
it is highly effective in itself—excellently 

placed upon the stage by Mr. E. T. Smith 

—and “though last not least,” admiraably 

acted. Mr. Fraser enacts the rove of the 

two brothers capitally, and is ably seconded 

by Mr. Lingham, whose performance merits 

very considerable praise. 
finds a most talented representative in Mr. 
Charles West, (whose performance of the 
Pilot some little time back at the Surrey 
excited so much favourable notice) and the 
whole drama is represented with very con- 
siderable ability. Mr, George Bolton will 
be the new lessee here, and commences his 
new campaign with great eclat almost im- 
mediately. 

BRITANNIA SALOON. 


The past week has been signalised by 
the appearance of Mr. Ira Aldridge at this 
house. That the “ people” can appreciate 
the works of our standard poets, we need 
only refer to the marked attention evinced 
by the audience on last Monday and Tues- 
day ; the play on either night being Othello. 
The jealous Moor was enacted by Mr. 
Aldridge, whose conception of the charac- 
ter-was admirable ; he exhibited a thorough 
knowledge of Shaksperian creations, and 
the applause with which he was greeted 
plainly told how unanimous was the opinion 
with regard to his extraordinary talent. 
On Wednesday and Thursday Mr. Aldridge 
appeared as the Slave, in the drama of 
that name. Here again his histrionic 
abilities were seen to considerable advant- 
age; nor were the audience less incessant 
in .awarding to him their warm approval. 
His.rendering of Bertram on the two sub- 
sequent nights was equally as successful as 
his former representations. He has, indeed, 
proved a “star of the first magnitude,” 
to Mr. S. Lane, the enterprising manager, 
as the aspect of the treasury will hereafter 
testify. We have only space to add that 
Mr. Aldridge has been most efficiently sup- 
ported by the valuable corps dramatique 
attached to the theatre; and that great 
care has been taken in putting the pieces 
on the stage. We ought not, in justice, to 
omit noticing the dresses which are of the 
most costly and appropriate description, and 
which does Mr. May, who has the manage- 
ment of this department, infinite credit. 


Chateau Renaud | 








POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION. 
The entertainments at this scientific in- 
stitution have lately been rendered more 
attractive by the introduction of a lecture 
by Mr. T. Thorpe Peed, professor of sing- 
ing at the Royal Academy of Music, upon 
the songs of Dibdin and other eminent 
composers. After relating certain circum- 
stances connected with Dibdin’s career, Mr. 
Peed illustrates his remarks by several of 
the most popular songs of that composer. 
Several melodies by Noble, together with 
others equally meritorious, interspersed 
with agreeable and instructive observations 
constitute a lively and amusing entertain- 
ment. Mr. Peed possesses a good tenor 
voice, and is a pupil of M. Creuvelli. 








THE STAGE, ITS VIRTUES, 
VICES. 

To the Editor of the * Theutrica Journal.’’ 

Sir.—In yonr number of Thursday last, 
you published a letter signed “‘ S.” concern- 
ing the stage and its supposed tendency to 
create vice and evil in the public mind, to 
which your correspondent invites an an- 
swer. I am not prepared to answer all put 
forth by “‘S.” but such as I can answer I 
will. 

Now, it must be remembered that the 
stage has its virtues and its vices, as well as 
other things in the habitable globe; and 
that stern Melpomene and placid Thalia 
bring with them sons and daughters of 
virtue, as well as of vice; but what phase 
of calling in life brings not with it its virtues 
and its vices: all classes of humanity are 
possessive of the bane and antidote. But, 
the stage is, and has been, fast reforming 
for the. last half-century, and the greater 
animosity of its present members “ hold the 
mirror up to nature” and pursue a course 
worthy of being followed by the purest of 
moralists, 

Now I myself do look upon the stage as 
conducive to morality despite those un- 
necessary anathemas which have been 
hurled against it by Mr. Best and others of 
his proselytes. A good play must be intel- 
ligent to an attentive audience, be they not 
wholly ignorant, and with a good moral 
must be conducive to morality and edifi- 
cation. As for the ‘‘ springing up of houses 
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of a disreputable character ” near the thea- 














tres, I do not see how the stage can he 
productive of that, for allow me to ask what 
part of busy London is free from such. If 
the public cannot after witnessing a stage 
representation conduct themselves in a 
manner so as not to shock morality or de- 
corum, their digressions cannot be attributed 
to the existence of the stage. On the other 
hand it cannot be denied that there are parts 
of stage representation which is faulty, and 
that the costume of some of our ballet corps 
are not what the moral and sensitive portior. 
of the public would wish them to be; but 
the evil is most of those who constitute the 
corps are prone to think that they cannot 
display their limbs to too great an advan- 
tage. And some of the twists so prevalent 
among female dancers in muslin are opposite 
to modesty, for their is a wide difference in 
Talma’s playing Brutus sans culottes and 
danseuses figuring in almost apparent nudity. 
Such needless flirts in petticoats should be 
discontinued as calculated to gain, indirectly 
for the stage the anathema for “‘ immodesty ” 
and the creation of sensual vice, that dancing 
is an healthful exercise there is no doubt, 
but such an exercise should not be exagger- 
ated by unseenly postures. But why the 
stage should nurture and create vice, I 
know not; it seems to me an enigma and I 
must confess I am not (Edipus enough to 
solve it, 
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the weakness, the utter inability of all thea- 
tres for the performance of the sterling 
drama, is more displayed than ever. Bad, 
as many of Mr. Anderson’s representations 
during his lesseeship undoubtedly were, 
they had not the negative advantage of 
provoking a powerful and injurious compa- 
rison, which unfortunately Mr. Bunn’s 
efforts at legitimacy invariably do. Miss 
Glyn’s great talent, despite her evident 
coarseness, placed the dramatic personne in 
an unfavourable light; but the contrast 
forced upon the public by Miss Faucit's 
finished impersonation of Juliet was too 
terrible to be endured, and after a second 
attempts to build a home for Shakspere on 
one of the most slippery foundations ever 
put together, the idea has been abandoned. 
The neat even representations of the poet’s 
works we see at Sadler’s Wells, (much as it 
is out of the way of playgoers) spoils us 
for a performance beneath mediocrity, in 
almost every respect. It is nothing better 
than placing Drury Lane Theatre on a par 
with the provences, where, on particular 
occasions, refinement, sublimity, and psy- 
chology, treads the stage with fire, and fury, 
and murderers of the Queen’s English. 

To remedy this sad evil, what has been 
done in the suburbs must be established in 
the heart of the metropolis. What is really 
wanted is a good working company, where 


‘Illicit connexions” amongst players | there shall be no wide step between one 
(where such actually is the case), being in | member and another ; where the little men 
private life, can have no power to work shall be decent, the fourth rates respectable ; 


upon the minds of the public. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, I must say, 
that plays from the pen of Shakspere ,Beau- 
mont, Fletcher, Ben Jonson, (modernized) 





the third, good; the second, talented; and 
the leader as good as Mr. Phelps— 
better if to be got; for the better the cap- 
tain the more powerful the troop. It 


and many of our living authors, &c., are matters little the sex of the head of the 


calculated from their erudite bodies, to in- | company. 


The plan of action would, if 


struct both morally and phisically the mind | anything, be more forcible under a female, 


of an attractive audience. 
with good feeling towards ‘‘ 8.” and remain 
Your most obedient servant. 
B. W. W. 





ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
CENTRAL LEGITIMATE COMPANY. 
The want of a company at a centrally 
situated theatre, grounded on the principle 
adopted at Sadler’s Wells, has been much 
felt for several seasons ; but in the present, 








So saying I close | and there would be a better chance of the 


important position being powerfully sus- 
tained, for we have more than one lady on 
equality with the manager of. Sadler's 
Wells ; for, while whatever difference of © 
opinion. there may be about male artists in 
respect of talent, there can be no doubt of 
the general capabilities of either Mrs. 
Warner, Mrs. Ternan, Miss Vandenhoff, 
Miss Glyn, or Mrs. Stirling. 

A company led by either of these ladies, 
with good and useful general actors, at a 
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moderate sized house, must succeed. The 
legitimate at a large house is out of the 
question. Drury Lane is fit for nothing 
but operas and ballets, promenade concerts, 
teetotal meetings, and masked balls. St. 
James’s is about the size, but much too far 
west, and too much among the aristocracy, 
who only patronize French folly. The 


Adelphi succeeds too well for an idea of 


change. The Olympic strikes us, at pre- 
sent, as the most suitable for legitimate 
purposes. In position and size the selection 
could scarcely be improved. 

There are plenty of clever actors to be 
got to form a company, only at present they 
are rather wide apart. A trifle of tact on 
the part of the manager—a peep over the 
play bills of the far east—and a little atten- 
tion to our second article, in which we 
shall point out such parties who would be 
efficient for the purpose, 1s all that would 
be necessary. 

( To be completed in our next. ) 





CORRESPONDENCE, 

E. T.—Unless you are upon good terms with 
the manager, it is not usual to admit strangers 
behind the scenes—strange scenes would 
take place if it was allowed. 


J.T. Mevvinie.—There are frequently adver- 
tisements in the Zimes newspaper of persons 
curing impediments in the speech, 


Pp. P.—We gave the answer in last week’s num- 
ber. 


8. T., GRAVESEND.—We frequently give notices 
of this theatre, as well as the others you 
name, 

B, Spitter.—Madame Vestris was born in 1797, 
and Mr, C. Matthews was born in 1802. 

A,, Liverpoot.—Apply to Mr. Forsyth, Scot 


land Place—you will get the Journal on a 
Thursday. 
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TRAGEDY AND THE PRESS, 
Tue production of the play of Woman’ 





NAL, 








Heart at the Haymarket, and the forthcom- 
ing representation of the drama of The 
Earl of Gowrie evinces that five-act pieces 
are still to a certain extent in request, both 
at the west-end and at Sadler’s Wella. But 
it is tobe lamented that neither at Mr. 
Webster’s theatre, nor at that of Mr. 
Phelps, neither at Drury Lane, nor the 
Princess’s, is there a possibility of more than 
a merely respectable performance with the 
resources those establishments possess. 

Mediocrity at a great theatre like Drury 
Lane is fatal; and, with the exception of 
Miss Faucit, there is no tragic performers 
among “ Her Majesty’s servants” entitled 
to fill more than a second-rate place ata 
minor house. 

But our modern plays, it is said, do not 
require great actors for their representation. 
True! a graceful and refined actress is ade- 
quate in the Lady of Lyons, and Julia, in 
The Hunchback, who would be quite in- 
efficient in Lady Macbeth and Cleopatra. 
But surely, were a magnificent tragedy 
written, it is possible to find those who 
could at least be satisfactory in embodying 
the conceptions of the poet. 

Mr. Brooke, from the failure of his voice, 
certainly sometimes would have endangered 
the success of the fine tragedy of Philip of 
France, but for the exertions of Miss Faucit; 
and, it is certain that the run of a play is 
contingent on the triumph of the principal 
actors, 

But that triumph is frequently enhanced 
by the voice of the Press; and there is a 
certain influential organ, the critic which 
is not perfectly unbiassed; the dramatic 
notices of which are so notoriously unfair 
and one-sided that there never appears an 
article written by that individual without 
some prepossession. This ought not to be 
allowed, and we are astonished that it has so 
long been suffered to pass without animad- 
version. The system of allowing any writer 
of plays to be also a critic on those of others 
is most prejudicial to justice, and next to 
direct bribery, is to be stigmatised in the 
strongest terms, 

But there is no reason why a writer for 
the Press is not to utter what he thinks 
with regard to those whose claims he may 
honestly think slighted, simply on the 
grounds of personal feeling. To assist 


—_——————— 
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struggling merit—to point out the talent 
which every one would keep in the shade— 
to reduce arrogance to its proper level—and 
to hold up falsehood and inc»mpetence to 
scorn—we will always maintain are per- 
fectly legitimate. 

The world is full of error and delusion, 
and let us be thankful that we have a Press 
with manliness and with ability enough to 
influence public opinion, to put down “ fast 
men” who decry the drama, and to main- 
tain the dignity and art of poetry. 


AMATEU? THEATRICALS., 


SOHO THEATRE. 


We omitted to notice in our last number 
the performances at this theatre on the 8th 
instant. Mr. Lovell’s play of Love’s Sa- 
crifice was acted with more than ordinary 
ability ; Mr. Gilbert, the manager, under- 
took the character of Matthew Aylmer, and 
shewed a power of feeling and remorse in 
his acting which would be well if many of 
his pupils would closely observe; it is cer- 
tainly a character exactly suited to the 
qualifications this gentleman possesses, and 








we do not recollect seeing him to greater 
advantage ; we were pleased to observe the 
audience generally appreciated his ability 


in this part. Mr. Munroe, as Paul Lafont, 
should not go unnoticed; or Mr. E. Weston, 
as Jean Ruse. Indeed, the whole of the 
characters where what a professional would 
term “nicely done.” Miss M. Sydney, in 
the last act, played quite up to the authors 
meaning, and was earnestly applauded ; 
the “other ladies, Miss Landon and Miss 
Willoughby, deserve our commendation. 


The Merchant of Venice followed : Mr. | 


Lyttleton was the Shylock, and with the 
exception of this gentleman and Miss Sey- 
mour, as Portia, the other parts were but 
indifferently done, the Prompter being in 
great request. M 

CABINET THEATRE KING'S CROSS. 


The Amicable Amateur Society gave 
their first performance here on Tuesday, 
March 9th, (too late for our last number). 
We were glad to see so much regularity 
observed, and to find, generally speaking, 
the members so well ‘‘ up” in their respec- 
tive parts; it was highly creditable to them. 
The play was the Love Chase, a comedy 





well suited to try their abilities, and giving 
each member a chance of a character, they 
being numerous in the play. Mr. J. 
Glover undertook the part of Wildrake, and 
got through it very respectably, although 
we thought his mustaches were not in 
keeping with the character; however, we 
have seen many worse attempts than his. 
Mr. Gregory and Mr. Vernon were also 
pretty good, as Fondlove and Waller. 
The ladies kept the comedy alive by their 
excellent acting. Mrs. Henderson, as 
Lydia, was, as usual, quite up to the mark, 
and obtained well-merited applause. Miss 
E. Armour, as Constance, acted with spirit 
and vivacity, and looked the part very well. 
Mrs. Newberry, as Widow Green, played 
up to the character with true coquettish 
versatility, sometimes rather overacting ; 
she looked the character exceedingly well, 
and, as a whole, the comedy was respect- 
ably acted. The comic drama of Charles 
the Twelfth was the concluding piece. Mr. 
H. Oliver’s Adam Brock afforded consider- 
able amusement; it was well acted. We 
should have wished he had been better sup- 
ported. Miss E. Armour, as his daughter, 
wasalsoin acharacter well calculated to shew 
off her versatility of talent; they were both 
deservedly applauded. For an amateur 
performance, it was altogether as well as we 
might expect. 
THE ALFRED SOCIETY. 

This society gave an entertainment on 
Monday. The Denmark School Room was 
full of respectable people, and the enter- 
tainment went off with eclat, Previous to 
| the Elocution Class giving their recitations, 
&c., Mr. W. Rice, junr., delivered an ad- 
| dress, which was appropriate to the occasion, 
| save some political allusions to Lord John 
| Russell, which we think was quite out of 
place; we could not see the wit, nor was it 
understood by many of the audience ; how- 
ever, it was well delivered. Mr. J. Gardner 
recited the ‘* Lament of the Deformed” 
with feeling and effect; and Mr. G. Young 
gave us ‘* The Parson and the Dumplings,” 
which is a good comic story but it wanted 
humour to make it tell. Mr. Bartlett oc- 
cupied the chair, in the absence of Mr, R. 
Carter, the commencement being deferred 
till near nine o’clock. Being very unwell 








we retired early. 
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PROVIN CIALS, 


Bilin Bead eras hitoaen. —The 
combination of musical talent slately develop- 
ing itsclf in the Theatre Royal, has been 
transplanted to this house, which has taken 
root and flourished much better. The 
corps comprises Messrs. Travers, Borrani, 
Caulfield, Mrs. Weiss, and Miss Norman, 
who have evinced superior skill, judgement, 
and ability, in the numerous characters they 
have sustained in some of the leading 
operas we have been regaled with; viz.— 
** Mountain Sylph,” ‘“ Der Freitchutz,” 
“Bohemian Girl,” and ‘ Massaniello,” 
which has been brought out ina style of 
magnificence that adds a laurel to the 
energy and liberality of Mr. Copeland. As 
the engagement of this clever band of 
minstrels is rapidly drawing to a finale, we 
would commend one and all to be on the 
qui vie for a musical treat, independent of 
the merits and executions of a “hale” 
stock company. 


Adelphi Theatre.—This house is reaping 
the rewards and profits of a decidedly im- 
proved management, under the veteran 
banners of Mr. Egerton. Noveltis follow 
in such expeditious succession, that over- 
flowing houses are the responses. Mr. 
Smythson has produced quite a furor among 
the Adelphites, in his representations of 
Othello and King Dick. Miss Mariott, a 
most sterling actress, is also a general note 
of admiration. Abel and his dogs have 
been figuring in some unnatural and bloody 
dramas—the latter, we apprehend, equally 
as sagacious as their leige lord. On Mon- 
day, the Greek Captive was produced ; Mr. 








| gracefull feats of the celebrated Mr. Mec 
Cullum completely take the audience by 
storm ; and we may safely pronounce him 
the most graceful and clever artist of the 
day in his particular line of equestrianism. 
Mr. Milner and his two infant pupils are 
exceedingly clever. Mr. Pablo Fanque 
introduced his beautiful mare “ Beda,’’ for 
the last time on Saturday evening last, toa 
very fashionable audience. 


Greenwich.—Mr. and Mrs. Clifton the 
celebrated comedians of Gravesend and 
Woolwich Theatres, and Greenwich Con- 
cert Rooms, have extracted afew scenes 
from Morris Asher’s farce of Cremorn Gar- 
dens; or, the Two Smiths, and sustained 
them with the highest satisfaction. They 
enacted the same for three weeks sucessively 
and met with distinguished and deserved 
applause on each occasion. The medley 
duet was rapturously encored, bya little 
tact on the part of Mr. Clifton the whole 
farce is explained between himself and 
clever better half. 


Loughborough Theatre. — The season 
closed on Tuesday last. The preceding 
Thursday Mr. J. Butler took a complemen- 
tary benefit, when Damon and Pythias, was 
produced, and successfully enacted. Damon 
and Pythias were cleverly personated by 
Messrs. Butler and Harris, and at the close 
of the piece they were called before the 
curtain and loudly applauded. On Monday 
the performances were for the benefit of the 
Loughborough brass and reed-bands, both 
of which were in attendance, and played 
some of the most popular music of the day. 
Othello and Don Juan were produced on 
Tuesday, when the house was well filled. 


Smythson and Miss Marriot, as the heroes | Both pieces seemed to give satisfaction, 


of the piece. The Bottle will shortly be | 


although several characters in the first 


produced, and we trust it will have the | | named piece were indifferently sustained. 


effects of producing an improvement, and | 
extracting any who are addicted to the | 
mischevious and degrading influences of | 


its contents. The apparition of the painter | understand the veteran 


has not haunted this building in vain, for 
we are happy to reiterate the joyful tidings, 
“that the theatre is shortly to be closed, 


to be cleansed, painted, and made habitable. | 


Manchester—Free Trade Hail.—The 
Equestrian company still continues to at- 
tract very large audiences. 


| ageress, Mrs. 


| was produced with great success. 
The clever and | 


The jealous Moor and his “wily ancient,” 

| however, were very creditably personated 
| by Messrs. Letchford® and Butler, We 
manager, Mr. 
Holloway, intends renewing his acquaint- 
ance with the people of * Loughborough 
| another season. 

Woo.wicH.—THEATRE RoyAL.—The Man- 
Newham, ‘took her benefit on 
Wednesday last. A new play entitled Ingomar 
Mr. Henry 
Betty pourtraying the varying emotions of the 
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warrior chieftain with perfect fidelity to nature ; 
it was masterly performance. Miss Edith 
Heraud sustained Parthenia in an admirable 
manner. At the conclusion, the chief characters 
udly called for, and received the con 
tions of the audience. 








FORD.— Onur theatre has re-opened, as 
under the management of Miss Sin- 
clair. he company isimproved. the house, 
we are glad to add, has been extremely well 
attended. 


Norwicu.—Mr. Clarance provides a con- 
tinued round of agreeable novelties, and is very 
justly rewarded by great public patronage, and 
the presence of nearly all the aristocracy of the 
neighbourhood. The house is admirably con- 
ducted, and merits the high favour in which it is 
properly held. 


NewcastLe.—The house is nightly crowded. 
Nothing can well exceed the conjoined industry 
and talent possessed and ably displayed by Mr. 
E. D, Davis, 


Leeps.— Princess’s— We understand The 
Corcican Brothers is in preparation here—great 
preparations are being made for this novelty, 
The house is nightly crowded, 




















Tne CorsicAN BroTHERS.—This celebrated 
French drama is now having a distinguished run 
at several of our minor establshments. De- 
didedly the best version we have seen is the one 
by Mr. Charles Webb, who with untiring in- 
dustry and very considerable ability has produced 
this popular drama already at the Marylebone 
Theatre—the Theatre Royal Dublin—Theatre 
Royal Sheffield—Theatre Royal Edinbargh— 
and the Royal Princess’s Theatre Glasgow. In- 
dependent of these establishments, we find this 
popular author has also excellent version’ of 
this excellent play in rchearsal at the Grecian 
Saloon and the City of London Theatres, 


Mr. GeorGe ALmAR’s drama of The Corsican 
Brothers was produced at the Victoria on Mon- 
day last, and was most thoroughly successful. 
Mr, J. T. Johnson sustained the “ double part”’ 
of the brothers most admirably. 


The celebrated farce of Mr. Barber, called 
The Weaver of Lyons, was acted one night last 
week at no less then five’ different, country 
theatres, 


The benefit of Mr. E. F. Saville takes place 
at the City of Loudon Theatre this evening, 
(March 17th) when a_ host of talent will sur- 
round- the talented and amiable beneficiare. 
The high estimation in which this gentleman is 
held both professionally and in private life, will, 
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no doubt, ensure a crowded and highly re- 
spectable audience. 

Mr, JOSHUA SILSBEE is engaged at Edinburgh 
for a limited number of nights, 


Mrs. Forrest is still attracting excellent 
houses in New York. She appeared as Pauline, 
in the Lady of Lyons, but her comedy is pre- 
ferred by the American critics. 

GENERAL THEATRICAL FunD.— We much 
regret that the illness of Mrs, Macready will be 
the means of depriving the public of seeing Mr, 
Macready in the chair at the forthcoming 
festival, but it is some consolation to find that 
his friend, Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, has con- 
sented to occupy his seat. We hear that the 
meeting will be numerously attended. 

THe AFRIcAN Roscius.—Mr. Aldridge the 
“Africau Roscius,”’ has been performing in some 
of his most popular characters at the Britannia 
Saloon during the week, 

Mr. BENJAMIN WEBSTER has been labonring 
under severe indisposition at Paris, which has 
prevented his returning as early as was ex- 
pecteed. 

Mr. BALEe.—It is not yet settled whether 
this gentleman will return to Her Majesty’s 
Theatre. 











SONG, 


Love is but an idle playing, 
Fair, but ‘so beguiling ; 

All things beautiful but seem, 
Except truth’s holy smiling. 


Love! a shadow ’tis, and we 
Shadows, soon to follow, 
And never is the spirit free, 

Until we know ’tis hollow. 


Love ! we seek and we desire, 
Believing, doubting, fearing ; 
O teach us only to aspire 
To things above appearing. 





EPIGRAM. 

On presenting an order at the Sadler’s Wells 
Theatre to see the performance of Bulwer's 
play of Money, on the evening of February 24th, 
1852, a benefit night, (orders not being admiss- 
able on these occasions), a lady and gentleman 
were ccmpelled to return disappointed, not 
being prepared with sufficient currency to pay 
for admission. 


We went to the Wells, not to drink but to see 

The play of Money by Sir E. L. B. 

The box-keeper check’d us—we could’nt pass 
in— 

’'Twus a benefit—and we had’nt no “tia!” 


MORAL. 


Wherever you go, and wish to pass free, 
Always take in your pocket the silver key. 
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JOHN AND JOAN, 

No plate had John and Joan to hoard 
Plain folk in humble plight : 

One only tankard crowded their board, ~ 
And that was filled each night. 

Along whose inner bottom sketch'd 
In pride of chubby grace, 

Some rude engraver’s hand had etcli'd 
A baby “ angel’s ” face. 

John swallow’d first a moderate sup, 
But Joan was not like Jolin, 

For when her lips once touch’d the cup, 
She smiled tll all was gone, 

John often urged her to drink fair, 
But she ne'er changed a jot ; 

She loved to see the angel there, 
And therefore drained the pot. 

When John found all remonstrance vain, 
Another card he played ; 

And where the angel stood so plain, 
He get a DEVIL pourtrayed. 

Joan saw the horns, Joan saw the tail, 
Yet she as stoutly quaff’d ; 

And e’en when she seized the ale, 
She cleared it at a draught. 

John stared with wonder petrified, 
His hair rose on his pate ; 

And “ why dost guzzle now,” he cried, 
“At this enormons rate?” 

‘Oh John,” said she, “tam I to blame? 
I can't in conscience stop ; 

For sure ’twould be a burning shame, 
To leave the devil a drop. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DRAMATIC INSTITUTION, Gouen Sr. 
Wirson-S7., Grav’s Inn Lane. ( Establt-hed 
1815.) This Institution, long known and cele- 
brated as Pym’s Private Theatre, is now open 
for the reception of Members. The Ward-robe 
is supplied by Mr. Nathan, the celebrated 
Costumier, and the Scenery and Properties are 
equal in extent and variety to any theatre in the 
kingdom, Terms of Subscrition Five Shillings. 
For further particulars apply to the manager, 
at the Theatre, any evening between 7 and 10 
o'clock. The Theatre may be hired by Clubs 
and Dramatic Societies upon moderate terms. 























SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, 
Dean Street, Soho. The above elegant Theatre 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for» publie or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, vc: Charge for 
concert (including gas) £5.) Mr. Gilbert pre- 


pares pupils for the stage, comprising instrtc- 


tion in the grammar of the stage, eloention, the 
use of the foils and broad, sword, the art of 


“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 





absolute practice of acting on the stage; the 
method of precuring an engagement, and all 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage 
business of a single character, Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required. ‘The office is open every ever ing 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
information given by CHARLEs G. GILBERT. 





KOSSUTH, the HUNGARIAN EXILE- 
— BLOOMER COSTUME: Five beautiful 
varieties, by which the public may judge 
if this dress can ever become popular, are now 
added to MADAME TUSSAUD and SON’S 
EXHIBITION.—Admission—Large Room and 
Hall of Kings, 1ls.; Napoleon’s Shrine and 
Chamber of Horrors, 6d.—Open from 11 till 
dusk, and from 7 till 10.—BAZAAR, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Hotsorn. 
This most Commodious, Elegant, and comfortably 
appointed Ball Room is Open every Evening, 
Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated Band, com- 
prising the following distinguished professors, 
viz. :—Messrs. Zerbini, E C Frewin, T. Field, 
Chinery, T. E. Thompson, C. Marriott, W. H. 
Barrett, John Cruft, W. Griffiths, George 
Taylor, Chapman, R. Kimber, Jones, W. White, 
F. Berrington, R. S. Rockstro, Whitehead, 
Joseph Tyler, James Tyler, Luke Berrington, 
E.'B. Erlam, J, Thomas, Chas, Thomas, Josh, 
Thompson, &c. &c., will perform all the new 
and favourite Dance Music, by every composer 
(native and foreign) of repufe; including those 
of Labitzky, Bosisio, Coote, Tinney, D’Albert, 
Jullien, J. B. Zerbini, H. Oakey, T. Browne, E, 
C. Frewen, T. Bake: , Montgomery, W. Guernsey, 
Pilodo, Wallerstein, J M. Jolly, Koenig, Marschan, 
Ernesto, &c. &c.; commencing each evening 
with a GRAND OVERTURE by one of the 
following composers :—Rossini, Weber, Auber, 
Balfe, &c. Musical director and conductor— 
Mr. W. M. Packer. Master’s of the ceremonies 
—Messrs. Giovannelli, Wood, and Henry Mott, 
The picture galleries, divan and _ balconies, 
command a complete view of the ball-room. 
Doors open at’ half-past Seven and close at 
Twelve. Admission ls. 
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